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September 22, 2023

By: Vito Gagliardi, Jr., David Disler, Thomas Reilly

State Court Upholds Law Protecting Personal Information of Public Officials

MORRISTOWN, NJ – September 22, 2023 – Porzio, Bromberg & Newman, P.C., representing an association of New Jersey 
police chiefs, helped secure a New Jersey court ruling that upheld a law restricting the disclosure of personal information of 
government officials against a constitutional challenge brought by the American Civil Liberties Union of New Jersey. In its 
ruling, a Middlesex County Superior Court denied a request by the plaintiff, the publisher of the New Brunswick Today 
website, to allow publication of the home address of the police director of New Brunswick. Porzio represented the New 
Jersey State Association of Chiefs of Police, which acted as an amicus curiae in the closely watched case.

The statute being challenged, known as Daniel's Law, is named for the son of U.S. District Court Judge Esther Salas, who was 
shot and killed in his home by a man who found the Salas family's address online. Representing plaintiff Charles Kratovil, 
the ACLU argued that the law violated the First Amendment, and absent preliminary relief, could cause immediate 
irreparable harm for the Plaintiff and other journalists.

In its ruling rejecting the challenge, the Middlesex County Superior Court Judge Joseph L. Rea agreed with the arguments 
presented on behalf of the defendants and the New Jersey State Association of Chiefs of Police that: (1) Daniel's Law is 
constitutional because it is narrowly tailored to protect a key government interest – namely the safety of New Jersey's 
judges, prosecutor's, and law enforcement; and (2) Plaintiff's first amendment rights were not violated because the article 
he sought to publish, which was to highlight the difficulties in the police director being able to fulfill his job responsibilities, 
was not impeded by not including the police director's home address.

“We are pleased with today's outcome which upheld the constitutionality of Daniel's Law,” said Porzio's Vito Gagliardi, Jr., 
who argued for the Chiefs. “Daniel's Law is concerned not only with personal privacy, but with the protection of the health 
and safety of current and retired judges and law enforcement officials and their families. We hope that today's ruling makes 
tragedies such as the one which still haunts the Salas family less likely.”

Along with Gagliardi, David Disler, Tom Reilly, and a team of retired judges led the Porzio team representing the State 
Association of Chiefs of Police. Joining in support of the constitutionality of the law included four other parties that 
intervened in the accelerated and intensely watched case. The initial complaint was filed on July 12, with the final order 
denied just over two months later, on September 21.

About Porzio, Bromberg & Newman, P.C.

Founded in 1962, Porzio, Bromberg & Newman, P.C. is a full-service law firm with over 90 lawyers throughout offices in 
Morristown, NJ; Trenton, NJ; Ocean City, NJ; New York, NY; Westborough, MA; Wilmington, DE; Philadelphia, PA; and San 
Juan, Puerto Rico. The firm is committed to serving clients, providing high-quality work, and achieving results through legal 
strategy, advocacy, technology, and consulting services offered through the law firm and its two wholly-owned subsidiary 
companies. The firm provides legal services in corporate, employment, litigation, bankruptcy and restructuring, intellectual 
property and trademark, real estate, and other areas to businesses of all sizes ranging from start-up companies to Fortune 
500 corporations, including public and private organizations.
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No aspect of this advertisement has been approved by the Supreme Court of New Jersey. Prior results do not guarantee a 
similar outcome.


